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Welcome to your fall issue of Advancing Medicine. Touching Lives. 
In these pages you’ll learn about new approaches in personalized 

medicine being utilized by the Comprehensive Cancer Center to treat 
patients, and will meet Bob, whose hope and health have been restored 
thanks to an innovative immunotherapy treatment for his biliary cancer. 
You’ll also learn about our recently forged partnership with Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute that will enhance our capabilities in the realm of genomics 
and targeted therapies.

Also included is a spotlight on a painful reality of life as we know it today. 
As the country engages in dialogue about the growing opioid crisis, Rhode 
Island Hospital is actively seeking ways to make an impact today. We have 
engaged with The Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University in 
the establishment of an Addiction Medicine Fellowship program aimed 
at training physicians in this much needed subspeciality.

Finally, I’m proud to introduce you to Dr. Edward Akelman and the 
endowed Hand Scholar Surgery Fund that was created in his honor; share the 
backgrounds of two of our esteemed Foundation Board members, Anthony 
Calandrelli and Elizabeth “Beth” Huber; and present our 2015 Honor Roll 
of donors.

Thank you for being part of the Rhode Island Hospital family and taking 
your place on our Honor Roll. So much of what we do here at Rhode Island 
Hospital is made possible, in large part, through the generous support of 
caring people like you. As always, I am so grateful you are by our side.

I hope to see you at the President’s Pursuit of Excellence Dinner on 
November 15! 
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Zeroing in on the Target 
Precision Medicine and  
Unique Partnerships are  
Defining Cancer Today

Seven years ago, the then 55-year-old Bob Stegeman 
received the devastating news he had cancer of the 
biliary duct, a virulent cancer that over the years 

metastasized to his liver, colon and lungs despite the latest 
in treatment protocols at the time. 

Bob’s journey was a grueling one, punctuated by surgery and multiple 
rounds of traditional chemotherapy drugs. Fast forward to today though, 
and thanks to the availability of rapidly developing cancer discoveries 
at Rhode Island Hospital’s Comprehensive Cancer Center, Bob is now 
feeling better than ever.

Genetic testing revealed his particular cancer was being driven by 
nearly a dozen abnormal genes. This finding led Bob’s oncologist at 
Rhode Island Hospital, Howard Safran, MD, Interim Director, Division 
of Hematology/Oncology at Lifespan and Professor of Medicine at The 
Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University, to administer the 
immunotherapy drug, nivolumab (Opdivo), believing it would cause his 
body to produce an immune response against the cancer—which it did. 
Since starting immunotherapy in January 2016, Bob and his family have 
hope that his cancer can be controlled.

Margaret M. Van Bree, MHA, DrPH
President, Rhode Island Hospital and Hasbro Children’s Hospital



“I feel so much better on the immunotherapy than I did on the various chemotherapies I’ve tried. I have 
some permanent neuropathy from the earlier chemo drugs that make working with my hands a challenge, 
but it doesn’t stop me,” Bob says. “I have a lot to live for, including my 10–month-old granddaughter!”

Different from traditional chemotherapies that act against actively dividing cells, including healthy ones, 
immunotherapy harnesses the power of the body’s own immune system to fight the cancer. “Some patients 
with very advanced cancers are having promising results,” says Dr. Safran. “Research is being done to see 
how to make cancers more immunogenic so that these drugs can help an even greater number of patients.” 

“We never could have imagined we’d be where we are today—with Bob still with us seven years after his 
diagnosis and feeling so good,” says Ellen, his wife of 31 years. “There were times we weren’t sure he’d live 
to see our two daughters graduate from college. Then we thought he might not survive to walk our oldest, 
Erin, down the aisle at her wedding, but he did. And now he’s a very proud grandfather. We are so grateful 
for this immunotherapy and the care he’s receiving at Rhode Island Hospital.” 

Immunotherapies, as well as other targeted therapies (which attack specific abnormal genes in cancer 
cells), are what physicians and researchers believe to be the future of cancer treatment. These therapies are 
a cornerstone of personalized medicine, which uses information about a patient’s own genes and proteins 
to prevent, diagnose, and treat disease. It is for this reason that now, more than ever before, cancer care and 
research are relying on partnerships and access to a large patient base to further discoveries. 

The Power of Partnerships
As part of The Comprehensive Cancer Center’s goal to 

create a high-quality, patient-centered and research-
focused program, Lifespan is joining forces with 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute (DFCI) to create a 
unique, exclusive partnership that will advance 
cancer care for patients with an eye toward 
becoming a leading model for cancer partnerships 

across the country. This relationship builds 
on Lifespan’s existing strengths in cancer 

research, treatment and patient care and 
will provide our patients with enhanced 
access to the most current clinical trials 
available. The goal is to offer our patients 
advanced opportunities for treatment 

while allowing them to do so as close 
to home as possible. When there is 
something that we are not able to offer 
in Rhode Island, there will be a seamless 
system for our patients to go to DFCI—

with both institutions using the same 
electronic medical records system. 

“We don’t yet know where the 
horizon is for patients like Bob on 
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Bob with 10–month-old granddaughter Scarlett



immunotherapy. The number of therapies coming 
down the pipeline is overwhelming,” explains David 
E. Wazer, MD, Director of the Comprehensive 
Cancer Center. “A big part of our initiative with 
DFCI is coordinating strategies around genomics 
and personalized medicine. That really is the 
future—to be able to identify for each specific 
patient which drug is likely to be most effective in 
their circumstance. It requires large numbers of 
patients and very sophisticated data systems and 
participating in a robust network of institutions.” 

For Bob and other patients like him, access to 
new therapies is a matter of life and death. “We 
knew we were running out of options for Bob when 
Dr. Safran tried immunotherapy. We are so thankful 
each and every day this is working!” says Ellen. 

In April of this year, 
David E. Wazer, MD, was 
appointed Director of the 
Lifespan Comprehensive 
Cancer Center.  Dr. Wazer 
had served as the Center’s 
interim director since 
November 2014 and 
has been at the helm of 
leading the creation of 
Lifespan’s cancer center 

roadmap as well as helping formulate the system’s 
new partnership with Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. 
Dr. Wazer serves as Professor and Chairman of the 
Department of Radiation Oncology at The Warren 
Alpert Medical School of Brown University. He 
continues to serve as radiation oncologist-in-chief 
at Rhode Island Hospital, The Miriam Hospital, and 
Newport Hospital. 

Dr. Wazer is an internationally recognized expert 
in the application of new technology in the field 
of radiation oncology.  He earned his medical 
degree (with honors) from the New York University 
School of Medicine; he did his residency in internal 

medicine at Brown University, and his residency in 
radiation oncology at Tufts University. He has also 
held a number of faculty and research positions 
at Tufts, Brown, and MIT.  

“We are truly fortunate to have someone of 
Dr. Wazer’s caliber and capabilities helping to lead 
our Center, especially at this time of unprecedented 
medical advances and change,” comments Lifespan 
President and CEO, Timothy J. Babineau, MD. 

Dr. Wazer is renowned across the globe for his 
clinical and research expertise, demonstrating 
extraordinary leadership skills and a deep 
commitment to elevating the cancer services 
provided by Lifespan to “best-in-class.”  

“I have always been impressed at the 
potential that exists at Lifespan related to the 
cancer program,” explains Dr. Wazer. “What I am 
most impressed with is leadership’s vision and 
commitment to taking the cancer program to the 
next level. I believe we have all the elements to 
be a nationally prominent player in cancer care 
and research. I look forward to expanding our 
collaborative partnership with Brown in cancer 
research.”

David E. Wazer, MD, Appointed Director of Comprehensive Cancer Center
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Seah Lim, MD, PhD, Director of Hematology, Professor of Medicine
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In May 2016, Edward Akelman, MD, was appointed the new Chief of the Department 
of Orthopedics at Rhode Island Hospital and The Miriam Hospital. He also now 
serves as Chairman of the Department of Orthopedics at The Warren Alpert Medical 

School of Brown University, and the Vincent Zecchino, MD Professor of Orthopedics. 
He replaces the celebrated Michael G. Ehrlich, MD, who is now serving as Director of 
Orthopedic Research. 

After an exhaustive national search, Dr. Akelman, who joined Rhode Island Hospital and Brown in 1985 and 
has served as the chief of hand, upper extremity and microvascular surgery for the last 30 years, stood out as 
the right leader and physician to help build upon this nationally renowned program. Dr. Akelman, the Edward 
Akelman, MD Scholar In Hand Surgery, additionally leads the Lifespan and Brown University hand, upper 
extremity and microvascular surgery Fellowship program. 

Hand Surgery Scholar Fund Endowed
In recognition of Dr. Akelman’s career, Rhode Island Hospital established an endowed Hand Scholar  

Surgery Fund, to which grateful patients, former residents and fellows, and generous friends of the department 
provide funding. The Fund provides, in perpetuity, support for the academic mission of the Division of Hand, 
Upper Extremity and Microvascular Surgery in the Department of Orthopedics at Rhode Island Hospital.

Edward Akelman, MD, Leads 
Orthopedics at Rhode Island Hospital

L-R: Edward Akelman, MD; Michael Ehrlich, MD



While Dr. Akelman’s accomplishments are many 
and significant, it’s his warmth and compassion that 
are exceptional. He fully engages with each and every 
patient to ensure 
he is providing 
care for the “whole 
person.” He trains 
future generations of 
caregivers to listen 
closely and engage 
the patient as an 
equal partner with an 
eye toward providing 
the best care possible 
for each patient. 
As a recent fellow 
remarked, “You 
simply cannot gain 
this rich experience 
from a textbook or 
from many other 
residency/fellowship 
programs. Dr. 
Akelman is the best 
teacher one could 
hope for, and I will 
be a better physician 
and surgeon because 
of him.”

For Lynne Akelman Redgrave and her husband 
Martyn Redgrave, the decision to support the Hand 
Scholar Surgery Fund with a major gift to honor 

Dr. Akelman’s lifetime of work was an easy one: “Our 
family foundation typically supports organizations 
that have great leadership, a focus on education, 

and demonstrated impact 
in the community they 
serve. Aside from Ed 
being my brother, and 
Martyn’s college friend, 
the Edward Akelman, MD, 
Hand Surgery Scholar 
Endowment meets all of 
these criteria. We could 
not be more proud of Ed’s 
amazing career and all he 
has done for his profession,” 
explains Lynne.

The endowment not only 
secures the legacy of a great 
clinician and mentor, it 
also will allow Dr. Akelman 
to further develop and 
enhance physician 
education and training 
techniques on a local and 
national level. 

“Excellence in teaching 
is Ed’s standard. We’re 

confident that the physicians 
who are fortunate enough to learn from him will be 
exceptional practitioners. What a gift it is to those 
able to study with such an extraordinary teacher,” 
concludes Lynne. 
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Dr. Edward Akelman with patient

“Excellence in teaching is Ed’s standard. We’re confident that the 
physicians who are fortunate enough to learn from him will be 
exceptional practitioners. What a gift it is to those able to study  

with such an extraordinary teacher.”
                   – Lynne Akelman Redgrave
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Almost daily, news headlines 
shine a spotlight on the opioid 
misuse epidemic that has 

become rampant throughout the United 
States, including the Ocean State. It’s an 
urgent public health crisis that has already 
destroyed so many.

The story by now is a common one. Someone 
predisposed to addiction (whether they know 
it or not) gets into a car accident or is seriously 
injured in some way. A well-intentioned physician 
prescribes an opioid for pain. Before they know it, 
they are addicted—the number of unintentional 
overdose deaths from prescription pain relievers 
having quadrupled in the U.S. since 1999. When 
stricter rules for prescription refills were put in place, 
some ultimately turned to the streets for their fix. 
Addiction knows no social or economic boundaries. 
It’s truly an equal opportunity destroyer.

With little question of the need for more 
physicians to be trained in the specialty of 
addiction medicine, Rhode Island Hospital and 
The Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown 
University have teamed up to do just that with 
the David C. Lewis, MD Fellowship in Addiction 

Medicine—one of just 40 recognized addiction 
medicine fellowships in the country. 

The fellowship at Rhode Island Hospital is named 
for Dr. David C. Lewis, a national leader in addiction 
medicine for more than 40 years and Professor 
Emeritus of Medicine and Community Health and 
the Donald G. Miller Distinguished Professor of 
Alcohol and Addiction Studies at Brown University. 
In 1982, Dr. Lewis was instrumental in establishing 
the Brown University Center for Alcohol and 
Addiction Studies as part of the Division of Biology 
and Medicine.  

“Addiction—whether to opioids, alcohol, or other 
drugs—deserves equal standing as a medical and 
public health problem with other areas of medicine,” 
says Dr. Lewis. “But to get routine care for addiction 
into the primary care setting, you have to develop 
a specialty to support it and solve the medical 
education piece and that’s what this fellowship is 
looking to accomplish.”

Laura Levine, MD, Clinical Assistant Professor 
of Psychiatry and Human Behavior and Clinical 
Assistant Professor of Medical Science at The Warren 
Alpert Medical School of Brown University, is the 
director of the fellowship. She works hand-in-hand 

Addiction 
Medicine 
Fellowship 
Aims to Combat 
Opioid Crisis



with Susan Ramsey, PhD, Senior Research Scientist at Rhode Island Hospital and Associate Professor (Research) 
in the Departments of Psychiatry and Human Behavior and Medicine at The Warren Alpert Medical School 
of Brown University, who serves as director of research for the fellowship. The fellowship is overseen by the 
Division of General Internal Medicine at Rhode Island Hospital, directed by Angela Caliendo, MD, PhD. 

“The changes we see in opioid use have necessitated a different approach to treatment,” says Dr. Ramsey. 
“We have to move away from thinking this is something the patient can control on their own.”

When addiction patients present with a multitude of medical and psychiatric issues, physicians are not 
consistently trained to address the underlying addiction, further complicating treatment. But through this 
prestigious fellowship, physicians will receive the highest level of education and training, allowing them to bring 
the specialty of addiction medicine to providers in the primary care setting.

The fellowship’s creation was the brainchild of former Brown University professor and researcher, Peter 
D. Friedmann, MD, MPH and Amanda Wilson, MD, founder of CleanSlate Addiction Treatment Centers. 
CleanSlate specializes in medication-assisted treatment for 
addictions to opioids, alcohol, and other substances using 
an outpatient program at its 16 physician office practices 
throughout Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and Indiana. 
Not only does CleanSlate support the fellowship with a 
generous annual gift of $60,000 to Rhode Island Hospital, 
they participate in the fellows’ ongoing education and in 
the continued development of the program.  

“Addiction has been branded an issue of willpower, 
but in reality, it’s a chronic disease just like asthma or 
diabetes,” says Dr. Wilson, who also serves as CleanSlate’s Chairwoman of the Board. “Opioid disease creates 
changes to the brain’s chemistry that can be seen on MRIs, and we know patients benefit from medications 
that re-stabilize that imbalance—but there’s a huge need for more addiction medicine specialists.”

While still in its infancy, the fellowship includes a robust academic component in which the fellows 
themselves develop educational materials and learn to train future specialists. Looking ahead, a primary goal of 
the fellowship is to have a fellow able to consult with patients who present in the hospital, getting them started 
on treatment immediately and linking them with outpatient care for follow-up. 

Adds Dr. Levine, who also works in a VA methadone clinic, “Through addiction medicine, I see people 
getting their lives back, literally in front of my eyes. They are mending relationships, starting families and going 
back to school. These things wouldn’t be possible if they continued to struggle with addiction. This is an area 
where we can make an incredible difference by training the next generation of specialists.”
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“Addiction – whether to opioids, 
alcohol, or other drugs – deserves 
equal standing as a medical and 

public health problem with other 
areas of medicine.”

 –  David C. Lewis, MD

 David C. Lewis, MDLaura Levine, MD Susan Ramsey, PhD Amanda Wilson, MD
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To be a member of the Rhode Island Hospital Foundation Board of 
Trustees is to care about the health and well-being of our community 

and to make a commitment to the future of healthcare in our state. I am 
honored to chair a group of such dedicated individuals who understand 
the importance of Rhode Island Hospital to southern New England and 
voluntarily take time out of their busy lives to support its philanthropic 
mission. 

At Rhode Island Hospital, patient care spans the spectrum from pre-natal 
through geriatric; from physical to mental health, and our caring extends 
beyond the walls of the hospital into the community. The members of the 
Foundation Board bring together their collective abilities to ensure our 
hospital remains at the forefront of patient care, innovation, research and 
education. I am proud to introduce you to two members who are doing just 
that: Anthony Calandrelli and Elizabeth Huber.

Roger N. Begin, Chairman  

Rhode Island Hospital Foundation 

Board of Trustees 

A Message from the Chairman of the  
Foundation Board of Trustees
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     Meet Anthony Calandrelli  
Anthony Calandrelli’s affinity for Rhode Island Hospital truly took root when we cared for his 

parents late in their lives. 
Never forgetting the superb way his family was treated—doctors taking extra time to answer 

every question, nurses going the extra mile to ensure his parents were comfortable—Anthony 
wanted to give back. He became a supporter of our President’s Pursuit of Excellence Dinner and 
in 2015, served on the event’s executive committee. 

Recently, Anthony further deepened his commitment to Rhode Island Hospital by joining 
our Foundation Board of Trustees at the invitation of Roger Begin.

“I’ve seen up close just how great a hospital we have here,” says Anthony, who is president 
and owner of American Ring Company, Inc., a family-owned business for three generations. “Rhode Island 
Hospital was built on a foundation of community support and it’s our collective responsibility to keep that 
going for future generations.”

Anthony is eager to lend his business expertise to the Foundation Board as he embraces his role as a 
hospital advocate in the community. Among the many attributes of the hospital he believes the community 
should be proud of, the sheer number of lives that are saved and our position as the only Level 1 trauma center 
in southeastern New England top the list.

“Rhode Island Hospital is a community of people who go above and beyond to ensure our health; we are 
fortunate to have a hospital of this caliber right in our backyard,” he explains. “The doctors and nurses are 
amazing—it takes a special type of person to do this work and I give them all the praise in the world.”
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Meet Elizabeth “Beth” Huber
Passionate about ensuring people have access to the physical and mental health services 

they need, Beth Huber became involved with our President’s Pursuit of Excellence Dinner two 
years ago to help raise funds for patient care. With a desire to take her engagement to the next 
level, Beth didn’t think twice before accepting an invitation to join the Rhode Island Hospital 
Foundation Board of Trustees.

“Accessing care, especially for mental health, can be difficult—I want to help people 
understand what’s available to them and how to navigate the system,” says Beth. “Rhode Island 
Hospital provides extraordinary care and is a center of excellence. It’s also a hospital that’s just 
as invested in its patients’ families as they are in the patients themselves, and that’s pretty rare.”

Beth and her family experienced this firsthand when her father was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s in his early 
60s. Our clinicians and social service professionals compassionately guided Beth’s family through a myriad of 
care, crafting a customized treatment plan that allowed her dad to remain home with her mom for many years, 
helping to ensure a better quality of life for the remainder of his life.

Since joining the Foundation Board, Beth has enjoyed learning more about the many areas of innovation and 
excellence in our hospital, such as the division of minimally-invasive surgery that has attracted some of the best 
and brightest minds in healthcare to Rhode Island.

“People used to think it was Boston that attracted the top doctors, but nowadays they are also coming to 
Rhode Island and I think that speaks volumes,” says Beth. “Because of how small the state is, and how closely 
connected our communities are, doctors can come here and make a big impact. I can’t stress how fortunate we 
are to have this type of talent in our state.”

With Our Gratitude to the  
Rhode Island Hospital Foundation Board of Trustees

Roger N. Begin – Chair 
Margaret M. Van Bree, MHA, DrPH – President

Ellen A. Collis – Treasurer 
Lawrence A. Aubin, Sr. – ex-officio

Timothy J. Babineau, MD – ex-officio 
Arthur A. Bert, MD

Elizabeth Burke Bryant 
James L. Carr, Jr. 

Michael V. D’Ambra 
Thomas M. Drew, MD 
Edwin G. Fischer, MD
Ralph V. Fleming, Jr.  

Kristen Haffenreffer  
Edward O. Handy, III

Elizabeth Huber
Dolph L. Johnson 

Michael W. Joukowsky
Scott B. Laurans 

Robert J. Manning
Joseph J. MarcAurele

Marc A. Paulhus
Elizabeth J. Perik

James A. Procaccianti
Douglas E. Scala



On Thursday, May 12, Roger N. Begin, 
Chairman of the Rhode Island Hospital 

Foundation Board of Trustees, and Margaret M. 
Van Bree, MHA, DrPH, President of Rhode Island 
Hospital and Hasbro Children’s Hospital, welcomed 
fellow hospital leadership, physicians, board 
members and donors 
to the Gerry House 
for the hospital’s 
annual Governor’s 
Luncheon. Serving 
as an opportunity to 
thank the Board of 
Governors for their 
dedicated service 
and highlight Rhode 
Island Hospital’s 
comprehensive 
research program, 
the afternoon event also featured the appointment 
of four new Governors: Karen Furie, MD, Chief of 
Neurology; Edward Medeiros; Brian S. Snowden; 

and Anthony J. Thomas, Jr.
Following the nomination of the new Governors, 

Peter J. Snyder, PhD, Lifespan’s Chief Research 
Officer, gave an overview of Lifespan and Rhode 
Island Hospital’s comprehensive research programs 
before introducing Rhode Island Hospital 

researchers who 
delivered remarks on 
their respective fields. 
Jennifer F. Friedman, 
MD, Director of 
Clinical Studies for 
Pediatric Ambulatory 
Medicine, spoke 
on global health 
initiatives established 
in Rhode Island and 
exported throughout 
the world, while J.J. 

Trey Crisco, PhD, Director of the Bioengineering 
Laboratory, Department of Orthopedics, discussed 
concussions and therapeutic toys.

Research Takes Center Stage at Annual Governors Luncheon
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New Governor Anthony J. Thomas, Jr.

 
Philanthropy is essential to sustaining every successful 

academic medical center. It is because of the generosity 
and kindness of its supporters that Rhode Island Hospital 
continues to thrive and grow while meeting the needs of our 
community since 1863. 

The 1863 Society celebrates donors who have made an annual 
commitment of $250 or more to our hospital’s Fund for Excellence, supporting our areas of greatest need and 
lifesaving work while investing in the future of medicine, research and medical education across southeastern 
New England.

With your generosity, we can continue to provide the most advanced and superb care right here in 
Rhode Island. Through our unyielding pursuit of excellence in service, education, research, technology and 
information, we will continue to be recognized regionally and nationally for the clinical expertise delivered 
through our centers of excellence. 

To learn more about The 1863 Society, including giving levels and benefits, please visit  
Giving.lifespan.org/1863-Society.

foundation

1863The Society
Rhode Island Hospital
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2015 Rhode Island Hospital Foundation 
Honor Roll

e are proud to honor our generous supporters whose philanthropy in 2015 
has helped us provide the highest quality care to the people of Rhode Island and 

southeastern Massachusetts. This list reflects cumulative gifts and pledges of $250 or more 
in calendar year 2015. Thank you!

$2,5000,000 +
JAG Investment Realty, LLC

$500,000 - $2,499,999
The Champlin Foundations

$250,000 - $499,999
The Henry M. Bourne Trust Under Will  

Dated July 5, 1949
Delta Dental of Rhode Island
Herbert G. Townsend Trust

$100,000 - $249,999
Anonymous (3)
Reynolds Foundation
Sidney R. Baer, Jr. Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999
Anonymous
CleanSlate Addiction Treatment Centers 
Mr.* and Mrs. Charles A. Collis
H. W. Dawson, Jr. RADM, SC USN (Ret.) and  

Ellen Dawson, PhD, RN
The Faxon Foundation
Globus Medical, Inc.
Estate of Hazel C. Pilon
Frederick H. Prince Trust Dated June 03, 1932
 Ms. Elizabeth J.M. Prince
 Ms. Diana Oehrli
 Mr. and Mrs. Guillaume de Ramel
 Mr. Regis de Ramel
The Rhode Island Foundation
The Tug Hollow Corporation
Ms. Diane N. Weiss

$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous
Sarah S. Brown Fund
Estate of Armand D. Versaci
The Haffenreffer Family Fund
Lura Cook Hull Trust
Gustaf T. Malmstead Fund
Med Tech Ambulance Service
Susie G. Mott Trust
Charles A. Potter Fund

Rhode Island Hospital Guild
The Edward J. and Virginia M. Routhier  

Foundation
University Orthopedics, Inc.
Vanguard Charitable

$10,000 - $24,999
Jared and Bette Aaronson 
Amaral Associates, LLC
Stein Bellet Foundation
Belvoir Properties, Inc
Arthur Boss Trust
Boston Scientific Corporation
Everett F. Boyden Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Calandrelli
Richard F. Carolan Fund
Citizens Bank
David A. and Heidi K. Duffy
George L. Flint Trust
Anne King Howe Fund
Ms. Louise S. Mauran
Mr. and Mrs. Norman E. McCulloch, Jr., Trustees  

of the McAdams Charitable Foundation
Mrs. Patricia A. Monti
Julius and Jessie R. Palmer Fund
George O. Potter Trust
Providence Anesthesiologists, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Arjun B. Rao
Revati A. Rao, MD
Rhode Island Medical Imaging, Inc.
Sachem Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Dwight Sipprelle
The Rupert C. Thompson Fund

$5,000 - $9,999
APG Security
The Aubin Family 
BNY Mellon Wealth Management
Russell and Marjorie Boss Family  

   Foundation
George T. and Francele Boyer Fund
Brown University
Edward* and Diane Calci
Duffy and Shanley, Inc.
Epic
F.H. French Co., Inc.

Bob and Wini Galkin Fund
Gilbane Building Company
Alexander Grant Trust
H. Carr and Sons, Inc.
Hasbro Children’s Hospital Department  

of Pediatrics
George A. and Evelyn M. Ingleby Fund
Charles McDonald, MD and Maureen McDonald
Medtronic
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Perik
QML, Inc.
Rhode Island Convention Center Authority
Select Equity Group Foundation
Sharpe Family Foundation
Smith & Nephew, Inc.
Staff Association of RI Hospital
Team Tarro, Inc.
University Dermatology, Inc.
University Emergency Medicine Foundation
University Medicine Foundation, Inc.
University Surgical Associates, Inc.

$2,500 - $4,999
ACS Industries, Inc.
Adler Pollock & Sheehan, PC
Amica Mutual Insurance Company
Anonymous
Arden Engineering Constructors, LLC
Au Bon Pain
Mark Berman, MD

*deceased

W
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Cameron and Mittleman, LLP
The Claflin Company
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Coghlin
H.V. Collins Company
Connecticut Business Systems
CVS Health Charity Classic
Mr. and Mrs. Michael V. D’Ambra
DePuy Synthes Spine and Mitek Sports Medicine 
Dimeo Construction Company
Dunkin’ Donuts Center
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Finan, Jr.
First Bristol Corporation
Home Hospice & Palliative Care of Rhode Island
Dr. and Mrs. Edward A. Iannuccilli
Ms. Marie J. Langlois and Mr. John Loerke
Mr. and Mrs. Scott B. Laurans
Leaders For Today LLC
Littler
Meridien Benefits, Inc.
Mr. Philip Morin
Moses Afonso Ryan LTD
The Murray Family Charitable Foundation
Narragansett Improvement Company
Navigant Credit Union
The Neurology Foundation, Inc
Nortek, Inc.
Orthopedics Rhode Island, Inc. South County 

Division
Pariseault Builders, Inc.
Partridge Snow & Hahn LLP
Mr. Marc A. Paulhus
The Plastic Surgery Group of Rochester, LLC
Pratt Radiation Oncology Associates, Inc.
Rhode Island Society of Addiction Medicine
Peter Snyder, PhD
Tom and Sandy Stamoulis
Hope L. Thornton Fund
University Urological Associates, Inc.
The Washington Trust Company

$1,000 - $2,499
Drs. Brian and Dawn Abbott
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher M. Andreach
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Baccari
BankRI
Mr. James E. Beaulieu
Mrs. Serena Beretta
Arthur A. Bert, MD
Blum Shapiro & Co., P.C.
Cafe Nuovo
Capriccio’s
The Honorable and Mrs. Donald L. Carcieri
Dr. and Mrs.* Joseph A. Chazan
Wendy S. Chen, MD
Joseph M. and Judith H. Cianciolo
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred S. Colonies
Connecticut Hand Specialists
Kay and Leon Cooper
Mr. John B. Costello
Dr. and Mrs. Manuel DaSilva
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald A. DeLellis
Depuy Orthopedics, Inc.
Christopher W. DiGiovanni, MD
Ms. Lois Drew
Dr. Robert and Diane Ducoff
Craig P. Eberson, MD
Paul D. Fadale, MD
Mary C. Fahrenbach, MD
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Faulkner
Florida Orthopedic Specialists
Dr. and Mrs. John A. Froehlich
Saravut S. Fung, MD
Ira S. and Anna Galkin Charitable Trust
Genentech, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. William H. D. Goddard
Green and Spiegel, LLC
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew Green
Harvest Market, LLC
Hope Foundation
Dr. Michael J. Hulstyn
Thomas and Karen Igoe
Robert H. Janigian, Jr., MD
Lana Kang, MD
Farrah Khan, MD
Vijay Khetpal, MD
Mrs. Melinda H. Knight
Thomas R. Leddy, MD
Mr. Steven Lewis
Mr. David T. Linde and Ms. Felicia A. Rosenfeld
Dr. Martha Mainiero and Mr. Douglas Mainiero
Mr. and Mrs. Leo V. Marshall
Mr. John P. McGrath, III
Mr. and Mrs. Walter F. McLaughlin
Medical Associates of Rhode Island, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. John D. Merlino
Dr. and Mrs. Michael E. Migliori
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Millard, Jr.
Morgan Stanley
Eid B. Mustafa, MD

Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth B. Nanian
The Newsham Family Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Mark O’Leary
Mark Palumbo, MD
Predicata Healthcare Solutions, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Antonio Ramos
Dr. and Mrs. Dante A. Ramos
Ms. Sara Reynolds
Rhode Island Hospital Department of Nursing
Rhode Island Hospital Department of Psychiatry
Rhode Island Hospital Employee Giving
RI Pink Heals
Rice, Dolan & Kershaw
Mrs. Rochelle R. Richard
Mr. and Mrs. C. Andrew Riley
Ms. Molly Ritsema
Roberts, Carroll, Feldstein and Peirce, Inc.
The Robinson Green Beretta Corporation
Dr. Enrico Robotti
Ms. Donna Saul
Barbara Schepps, MD and Richard Wong, MD
Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan Schiller
Dr. and Mrs. Francis H. Scola
Mr. Peter B. Scoliard and Mrs. Sarah E. Sinclair
Dr. and Mrs. Frank W. Sellke
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas K. Shahinian
Mr. and Mrs. Irving Sheldon
The Joseph S. and Rosalyn K. Sinclair Foundation
Latha Sivaprasad, MD and Jason Wright, MD
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sprague 
Albert M. Steinert Trust
Paul Tolerico, MD
Trinity United Methodist Church
Mr. Don Volino
Mr. George Wakeman and Ms. Tina Traficanti
John and Mary Wall Fund
Lorna Wayland
Mr. Jerome N. Weinstein
The Winter Family Foundation
Mr. Joseph V. Zarrella

$500 - $999
Dr. and Mrs. Reid S. Appleby, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. Baccari, II
Mrs. Marianne P. Barba
Sara G. Beckwith Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Scott E. Bishop
The Blacher Family
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew S. Blazar
Mrs. Lisa M. Browning
David C. Burkey, MD
Ms. Melissa M. Burroughs
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Carr, Sr.
Cogenix, LLC
Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Curran
Dr. and Mrs. Kwame O. Dapaah-Afriyie
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Dimond
Myra J. Edens, MSN, RN
Dr. and Mrs. Louis A. Fuchs
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Dr. and Mrs. Richard J. Goldberg
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Harker
Mrs. Joanne M. Jannitto, M.S., RN
Ms. Muriel E. Jobbers
John and Ann Kashmanian
Dr. Nicolas Katsoulakis and Dr. Genine Katsoulakis
Gabor I. Keitner, MD
Kent Cardiology Associates
Gerald P. Lavallee
Law Offices of George M. Cappello, Ltd.
The Margaret and Bertram M. Lederer Family 

Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Leeson, Jr.
Alan and Marianne Litwin
Mrs. Alexa Lu
Mr. and Mrs. Michael H. Mariner
Mr. Thomas McCabe
Dr. Richard K. Mead*
Dr. and Mrs. Anthony Mechrefe
Helen R. Moreira, MD
Mark C. Napoli, MD
Mr. Paul C. Nicholson, Jr.
Mr. James V. O’Sullivan, Jr.
P.R.I.M.A., Inc.
Performance Physical Therapy
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel M. Pogany
Mr. Thomas J. Proulx
Dr. and Mrs. Peter J. Quesenberry
Mrs. Jane B. Rankin
Rhode Island Hospital Pathology Department
Mr. Philip R. Rivers
Dr. and Mrs. Philip R. Rizzuto
Jhonny Salomon, MD
Arthur and Lynda Sampson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Sekelsky
The Snowriders Fund
Mr. Mark C. Steinhoff
Texoma Retina Center PA
Dr. and Mrs. Larry F. Thiesen
University Otolaryngology
Valet Connection, Inc.
Mr. Bruce E. Vealey and Ms. Elaine Amato-Vealey
Mamie and Rich Wakefield
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce A. Wolpert, Esq.
Mr. and Mrs. W. Edward Wood
Wen-Chih Wu, MD
Thanos Zervos, MD

$250 - $499
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Andruszkiewicz
Dr. and Mrs. Douglas Anthony
Mr. Anthony S. Balkun
Mr. and Mrs. Armand W. Boulanger
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Buckley
Ms. Dora Burak
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory R. Cambio
Ms. Patricia A. Carlson
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Carvalho
Mr. and Mrs. Winsor L. Chase
Mr. Raoul O. Chazaro

Chelo Management Company, Inc.
William G. Cioffi, MD and Theresa A. Graves, MD
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore D. Colvin
Dr. and Mrs. Kristopher Davignon
Fred DeGregorio
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. DiRaimo
Ms. Marie L. Dirksen
Maria and Joseph Ducharme
Samuel C. Dudley, Jr., MD
Mr. Adam J. Durant
Thomas Earl, MD
Jonathan and Kathleen Elion
Dr. and Mrs. Yoash R. Enzer
John M. Fedo, PhD
Mr. and Mrs. Edward D. Feldstein
Harold J. Field Fund
Finan Law Offices
Dr. Sumner L. Fishbein
Flatbread Providence, Inc.
Ms. Kathie R. Florsheim
Fred J. Franklin
Mrs. Elyssa Girard
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore L. Giusti
Stephen E. Glinick, MD and Elizabeth A. Welch, MD
Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce
Ms. Sandra Hamolsky
Dr. Eileen P. Hayes
Ms. Lori Helm
Mrs. Betty R. Jaffe
Jervey Eye Group, PA
Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. Jones
Dayle and Ron Joseph
Ms. Anne K. Joyce-Whitman
Kahn, Litwin, Renza and Co., Ltd.
Mr. Matthew E. Keane
Charles H. Koo, MD
Magdalena G. Krzystolik, MD
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
Mrs. Janice W. Libby
Mrs. Dorothy S. MacDonald
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Magliocchetti
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Massey
Michael S. Nathanson, MD
Eileen O’Gara-Kurtis
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory D. Perry
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent J. Petronelli
Mr. and Mrs. Richard T. Portno
Dr. and Mrs. David G. Quigley
Mr. Edward J. Quinlan and Ms. Lisa A. Pelosi
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth M. Renaud
Rhode Island Carpenters-Local 94
Ross Family Living Trust 
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory C. Russo
Mr. Raymond A. Sabella*
Safa F. Wagdi, MD, Inc.
Ms. Joan E. Salhany
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Scanlon
Slater Technology Fund, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Steven A. Smeal
Ms. Cornelia B. Sturgis

Colleen M. Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. Sullivan
Mr. Glenn Tanzman, CRNA
Molly E. Thomas, MD
Ms. Tina Traficanti
Ms. Donna M. Travers
Mr. Gregory Troy
Ms. Nicole D. Ulichnie
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Ventetuolo, Jr.
Amy G. Wandel, MD
Susan Whetstone, RN, MS, NE-BC
Dr. Jane and John Williams
Jennifer M. Wolf, MD
Mr. Kevin T. Wright
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Living Heritage Society
The donors listed below have included the hospital in 
their estate plan. If you have designated the hospital 
as a beneficiary of your estate plan, please let us 
know so that we can welcome you as a member of 
the Living Heritage Society. To learn more about planned 
giving or to receive information on establishing a gift 
which will provide you or a loved one with income for life, 
please visit giving.lifespan.org/RIH_Planned-Giving or 
call 401-444-6311.
Anonymous (3)
Dr. and Mrs. Reid S. Appleby, Jr.
Mr. Kenneth Arnold
Marilyn Baker
Dr.* and Mrs. John T. Barrett
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur A. Bert
Kay Cooper
Sophie S. Danforth
Mr. John P. Denkowski
Mr. Michael Dinkes*
Michael W. Grossi*
Mr. David E. Garamella
Sandra G. Gross
Betty L. Holloway
W. Curt LaFrance Jr., MD, MPH
Dr. and Mrs. John B. Lawlor
Ms. Louise S. Mauran
Mr. A. Joseph Mega
Raymond F. and Dorothy T. Morin*
Sheila L. Pellegrini
Judge and Mrs. Bruce M. Selya
Mr. Dennis E. Stark
Arlene Violet 
Lorna E. Wayland
Mrs. James W.  Winston
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PRESIDENT’S PURSUIT 
OF EXCELLENCE DINNER

NOVEMBER 15, 2016
6 p.m.

Rhode Island Convention Center

This year’s President’s Pursuit of Excellence Champion Awards 
Corporate Champion

 Local Dunkin’ Donuts Franchisees
Lifetime Achievement Award
Arthur A. Bert, MD

Individual Champions
Al and Gerrie Verrecchia

Platinum Sponsors

Presenting Sponsors

LPG/Anesthesia


