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What began as a chance encounter at the gym between John 
Hazen White, Jr. and Bradley Hospital President Daniel J. Wall has 
blossomed into a relationship that’s had a tremendous impact on 
the lives of our patients.

With an unwavering passion for education and helping others, 
John vividly remembers the first time he visited Bradley Hospital. 
As he walked the halls alongside Wall, John peered into a 
classroom where students were reading classic short stories during 
high school English. A self-proclaimed lover of literature, John 
instantly wanted to spend time with the class 
and get to know the students. 

“Seeing firsthand the insights Bradley 
provides the children they care for was an 
eye-opening experience,” says John, who 
is owner and CEO of Taco, Inc. “Bradley 
gives these children tools for success, no 
matter what their circumstances are. It’s 
wonderful to watch them flourish, especially 
understanding the challenges they have to 
overcome.”

More than 20 years ago, Taco, Inc., which 
was founded by John’s grandfather and 
employs some 500 workers between its 
Cranston and Fall River, MA locations, 
committed itself to enriching the personal 
and professional lives of its employees 
and their families by establishing the Taco 
Learning Center. A reflection of the White 
family’s desire to broaden and improve work 
skills at all levels of the company, what started 
with basic courses has evolved to feature 
programming taught through collaborations 
with industry specialists and professors from 
local colleges and universities.

“Providing people with the opportunity 
to grow and improve is crucial—if you 
make that available, you will see people go 
beyond what even they might have thought 
possible,” says John. “Individuals with mental illness have a 
tough road punctuated by stigma and misunderstanding. Bradley’s 
programs—all of them—provide an incredible environment for 
understanding.”

Today, John continues to build on the legacy of his late parents, 
John and Happy White, through the Taco/The White Family 
Foundation, with a particular focus on healthcare, the arts, and 
education. Over the past four years, the Foundation has donated 
nearly $200,000 to Bradley Hospital, though its impact runs 
much deeper.

Following that first visit, John has returned near countless times, 
getting to know the young men and women preparing to take 
their next big step out into the world. When Dan asked John if 
he’d be willing to be Bradley School’s inaugural commencement 

speaker in June 2013, he didn’t hesitate. 

Speaking from the heart to graduates he 
called the most attentive he’s ever seen, 
John’s speech focused on courage and what 
it embodies. For youth dealing with issues 
that many could not begin to understand, 
John spoke to their strength and resolve, 
congratulating them for coming to Bradley 
and refusing to give up hope. As he finished, 
John extended a helping hand, “If there’s 
anything I can do to help you take the next 
step, give me a call.”

And that’s exactly what Devin Dow did.

After reconnecting with John, Devin took a 
summer internship at Taco, Inc. He’s now at 
New England Technical Institute, and John 
hopes he’ll return to work for Taco, Inc. again 
this summer.

“I was a student at Bradley School for my 
last three years of high school, and one of 
my highlights was getting to meet John 
Hazen White, Jr. and hearing his graduation 
speech,” says Devin. “He wasn’t kidding 
when he offered to help us; I learned a lot 
at Taco—and from John—and look forward 
to finishing college and starting a career as a 
3D modeler in video games. He is just an all-
around great guy.”

Adds John, “Those of us who know and love Bradley have to be 
ambassadors for it; this hospital is a hidden gem that helps to save 
lives. The people who work there and dedicate themselves to the 
children and families they serve are simply amazing.”
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“Bradley gives these children tools 
for success, no matter what their 
circumstances are. It’s wonderful 
to watch them flourish, especially 
understanding the challenges they 

have to overcome.”

–  John Hazen White, Jr.



Bradley Hospital is pleased to announce the appointment of Suzanne Palinski, MD, as chief of 
pediatrics.

In her role, Dr. Palinski oversees the pediatric care of all inpatient and partial treatment patients, 
allowing Bradley to provide the psychiatric care patients need while also meeting their physical 
health needs. Our ability to treat both simultaneously is vital to the overall wellness of patients.

“In recent years, we’ve experienced growth in our pediatric services with an increasing ability to 
address the needs of children with challenging medical presentations,” said Henry Sachs, MD, 
chief medical officer of Bradley Hospital. “Along with our nurse practitioners on staff, we look 
forward to Dr. Palinski enhancing our ability to serve the unique needs of our patients.” 

Dr. Palinski also spends time providing pediatric care in the Adolescent Medicine Center at Hasbro 
Children’s Hospital, representing the close integration of children’s health services throughout the 
Lifespan health system.

Prior to joining Bradley, Dr. Palinski served as associate medical director at the Downtown Medical 
Center in New York City. She holds a medical degree from the University of Vermont College of 
Medicine and completed a pediatric residency at University of Maryland Medical Center.

It is terrifying for a parent. Their once energetic and outgoing 
child begins to withdraw from family and friends, isolates 
themselves, and becomes irritable. They lose motivation for school 
and everyday tasks. And most frightening are the delusions, 
hallucinations, and hearing voices.

As a parent, you feel lost as your child becomes a shadow of who 
they were. Bradley Hospital is here to help.

“Schizophrenia causes major disturbances in a child’s ability 
to function. It can be mistaken for moodiness or teenage 
social withdrawal, but it’s a serious disorder that needs proper 

diagnosis and immediate treatment,” says Jeffrey 
Hunt, MD, Director of Inpatient and 

Intensive Services at Bradley Hospital, 
and Director of Training for the 

Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 
Fellowship and the Combined 

Program in Pediatrics, 
Psychiatry, and Child 
Psychiatry at Alpert Medical 
School of Brown University.

Characterized by abnormal 
social behavior and failure 
to recognize what is real, 

schizophrenia’s symptoms 
typically present during the 

late-teen to young adult years, 
but can present earlier. 

Using the Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders, patients 

are diagnosed with schizophrenia if they 
exhibit at least two symptoms of paranoia, 

delusions, hallucinations, catatonia, and disorganized speech and 
thinking, for at least six months. Patients also undergo medical 
testing that may include an MRI of the head to rule out another 
reason for their psychosis, such as a tumor or other head trauma. 

Because schizophrenia rarely presents the same from patient to 
patient, a personalized care plan of antipsychotic medication 
and psychotherapy is developed for the patient and family. Our 
patients frequently attend specialized schools, such as The Bradley 
Schools, benefiting from smaller classes and specially-trained 
teachers, psychologists and social workers who provide supportive 
treatment, above and beyond educational curriculum. 

National Institute of Mental Health research has linked 
schizophrenia to genetics, specifically the development of 
appropriate circuits in the brain. Adolescents and young adults 
with schizophrenia generally are found to have less gray matter in 
studies. These disrupted circuits result in the observed symptoms 
of schizophrenia, including difficulty controlling impulses, 
paranoid ideation and delusions.

“The medications we use target receptors in the brain that can 
lead to delusions or hallucinations,” explains Dr. Hunt. “By 
impacting these circuits, patients experience fewer symptoms. 
Optimally, once you find a medication that works, a patient 
needs to stay on that medication.”

Dr. Hunt sees the treatment of schizophrenia moving towards 
personalized precision medicine, possibly using genetic markers 
to determine which medication will target a patient’s disturbances 
most effectively. “A diagnosis of schizophrenia does not have to 
be considered a life-long sentence,” adds Dr. Hunt. “With the 
right support and the right treatment, these young people can go 
on to lead full and productive lives.”

Bradley Hospital’s Expertise in Schizophrenia  
Helps Adolescents Regain Control of their Lives

Bradley Hospital Welcomes New Chief of Pediatrics

For information about the Bradley Hospital Foundation, please contact Anne Morton Smith at 401-432-1451 or asmith18@lifespan.org.
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Bradley Hospital 2014 Healing Society**
We are honored to present the members of the Bradley Hospital Healing Society, which recognizes supporters who 
make annual gifts of $100 or more. Our deepest gratitude goes to all the individuals, foundations and businesses who 
have given selflessly to support the lifesaving work of Bradley Hospital. You are helping us free the future for children 
and teens facing painful mental health challenges, and we are forever grateful. 

* Deceased       ** Calendar Year 2014



Mr. and Mrs. Donald D. Gralnek
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Granoff
IMG, Inc.
The Jack and Pauline Freeman Foundation, Inc.
The John Hancock Matching Gifts Program
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Kenner
Mr. and Mrs. Mehdi Khosrovani
Mr. and Mrs. Paul F. Kilmartin
Jennifer Kittler, Ph.D.
Richard H. Kuehl and Janet S. Comalli
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Leach
Mr. and Mrs. Richard LeClerc
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin F. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Milner
The Murray Family Charitable Foundation
Rulla Nehme, CFP
Samantha Norris
Ocean State Forklifts Inc.
Paster and Harpootian, Ltd.
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Paterno
Mr. and Mrs. James Pious
Mr. and Mrs. Gary J. Regan
Barbara H. Roberts, MD and Joseph Avarista
Russco, Inc.
Rosalind Rustigian
Dr. Anthony J. Saccone and Dr. Susan Dickstein
Carmen Sanchez, DMD
Signature Printing, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Martin P. Slepkow
Robert L. Stearns
Strategic Business Resources Group
Colleen M. Sullivan
Dr. and Mrs. William G. Tsiaras
Joseph Wallace
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Walsh, Sr.
Mr. Albert Weems
Mr. and Mrs. Barry M. Williams

$250 to $499
John G. Angelo
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Bachant
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence P. Bowen
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey G. Brier
Jonathan Buchanan
Mrs. Helge-Caj Butler
Mary A. Carskadon, Ph.D.
Victor E. P. Cipolla, Sr.
Clinton Board of Education
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Cregan
Susan DaCosta
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Dantas
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Deal, Jr.
FM Global
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Fredericks
Jennifer B. Freeman, Ph.D. and Brian O’Connor
Grant Marketing, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Greenbaum
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Harrington
Raymond M. Hennessey, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Hillman
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Hoagland
Leslie M. Hogan
Horacio B. Hojman, MD

Dr. and Mrs. Harold M. Horwitz
The Kane-Barrengos Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Kee
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth N. Kermes
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Krawczyk
Felicia Lariviere
The Mann Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Matarese
David W. McConville, Ph.D.
Zeth Morgan
Eric Morrow, MD and Deborah Weinstein
Narragansett School System
Amy Nelson
Michael Oliver
Oliveira Insurance Agency, Inc.
Denise Perkins
Rachel Perry
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Peterson
Dr. Athena Poppas and Philip B. Gould
James Rebello
Dr. and Mrs. Harlan G. Rich
Mrs. Nancy G. Roach
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Romano
John P. Rufo
Theodore J. Rzemien
Salem State University
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard V. Scola
Stephen M. Senteio
Latha Sivaprasad, MD and Jason Wright, MD
Mrs. Virginia H. Soutter
Drs. Nicholas and Patricia Spencer
Gregory P. Stiener and Wendy C. Brusick
Mr. and Mrs. Howard G. Sutton
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald M. Tarnoff
Andrew and Gina Therrien
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard L. Trinkle
Dr. Barbara Tylenda and Scott H. Ogilvie
Gregory D. Vickowski
Mamie and Rich Wakefield
Juliann Wiezalis

$100 to $249
AAA Southern New England - Providence
Paul J. Adler and Lori Basilico
Patty and Melvin G. Alperin Family Fund
Anonymous
Michael Ardente
Astro-Med, Inc
Ian Barnacle
Christopher R. Barone
Christina J. Bellanti, Ph.D.
Benny’s, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd F. Benson
Mr. and Mrs. Perry F. Bernstein
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Bessette
Susanna S. Bodell
Mr. and Mrs. Peter T. Brennan
Rajvi Broker-Sen, MD
Lloyd S. Broomhead
Mr. and Mrs. Leo E. Bulgarelli
Mr. and Mrs. S. James Busam
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Cawley
Nicholas A. Cicchitelli
Priscilla Dailey

Mr. and Mrs. Maury C. Davitt
Mr. and Mrs. Napoleon J. DeBarros
Karen G. DelPonte, Esq.
Malcolm Farmer, III
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Foxley
Christine Gardner
Paula J. Gibeau
Dr. and Mrs. Richard L. Glick
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Grant
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Gray
Joyce R. Greene
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Harrison
Mrs. Denise M. Huard
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Iacobucci
Andrew D. Jacober
Clara E. Jeffery
Dr. and Mrs. Charles B. Kahn
Jack M. Standish and Janice F. Kauffman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Kiely
Richard Marsland and Dr. Margaret G. Klitzke
Joseph Kolb
Frank Latina
Monica A. Leandre
Dr. and Mrs. Mayer A. Levitt
David Lichtenstein, MD
Lila Delman Real Estate
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Lockwood
Mr. and Mrs. Tod E. Luginbuhl
Mr. and Mrs. Jose C. Luis
Harry W. Mahood
McAllister Towing of Narragansett Bay, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Athanasios Meltsakos
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Mollo
Dr. and Mrs. Peter M. Monti
Dr. Anne W. Moulton and Dr. John B. Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Paul C. Nicholson, Jr.
David W. Parr
Michelle M. Pellegrino
Piccerelli, Gilstein & Co., LLP
PMA Insurance Group
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Quill, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Resmini
Dr. Giulia Righi
Mr. and Mrs. Adam Robertson
Dr. and Mrs. Michael L. Rubinstein
The Alexander and Celia F. Rumpler Fund
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Ryan
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas C. Rynda
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher P. Salvadore
Jacqueline M. Savoie and F. Dennis McCool, MD
Mr. and Mrs. James Scanlon
Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Silverman
Mr. and Mrs. Richard T. Smith
Dr. and Mrs. Anthony Spirito
James K. Sullivan MD and Mary A. Sullivan Ph.D.
Dr. and Mrs. Patrick K. Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore F. Sykulski
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Tallo
Ms. Marguerite Truett-Phalen
Susan Verville
Anna Villavicencio, Ph.D.
Thomas W. Walsh
Emily W. Westcott
Mrs. Sharon Yarlas * Deceased


